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afford proof of his breadth of vision and his other remarkable gifts.
However, in the course of a few short years not even an autocrat like
Nadir, powerful though he was, could turn into seamen a people who
at that time, were neither by inclination nor training in the least sea-
minded. In order to man his ships, he had to fall back upon Arabs
and, to a lesser extent, Baluchis and Indians, none of whom had any
real feeling of loyalty to him or to Persia ; that is the real reason why,
in the end, his great endeavour achieved no lasting success. One wonders
what the effect would have been if he had sent Elton to the Persian Gulf
In 1743, in order to look after his navy there. Had he done so, he would
have had no Caspian fleet, but his ships on the waters of the Gulf would
have been most efficiently supervised ; further, the friction between the
Russian Government and the British merchants engaged in the transit
trade venture to Persia via Russia would have been avoided.1 Neverthe-
less, the final result would have been the same ; in the chaotic period that
followed Nadir's assassination in 1747, not even Elton could have pre-
vented the fleet from lapsing into decay.2

1 For particulars of Nadir's Caspian fleet and of the British trade with Persia via Russia, see

Appendix I.
1 The concluding remarks of the above chapter have been taken almost verbatim from a lecture

on Nadir Shah's navy which I delivered to the Iran Society on the Qth December, 1936.